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Historically, many cultures did not value children. There are exceptions to this, of course, and 

some cultures have respected and protected children throughout history. Many practices that 

were once accepted or condoned would be considered abusive today, such as: 

• Treating children as “property” with no rights. “The justice of a master or father is 

different from that of a citizen; for a son or a slave is property and there can be no 

injustice to one’s property.” — Aristotle  

• Harsh physical discipline “If one beats a child until it bleeds then it will remember; but if 

one beats it to death, the law applies.” — 13th-century saying 

• Infanticide—the willful killing of a child—particularly of weak or “deformed” infants 

and of female children. 

• Dubious child-rearing practices, such as swaddling for prolonged periods or early 

marriage of children. “We went the next day into the town and to the house of the 

merchant and he said, ‘My daughter is 13 years old and no longer a child and she is fit 

for marriage.’” — Pearl S. Buck, The Good Earth 

Deeply embedded in the history of many industrialized societies, including the United 

States, were “anti-child” practices such as: 

•   Indentured servitude and child slavery 

•   Orphan trains 

•   Boarding schools for Native American children 

•   Child labor in mines and factories 

Child-focused policies are relatively new. 

1899:  First juvenile court (Chicago) placed dependent and delinquent children in   

  homes for wayward youth or reform schools 

1910:  Development of X-ray technology, which eventually allowed doctors to   

  detect subdural (under the skin) injuries and untreated fractures 

1938:  First legal rights of children—Fair Labor Standards Act imposed restrictions  

  on working hours and conditions 

1962:  Dr. C. Henry Kempe created the diagnosis for battered child syndrome 

1965:  Mandatory reporting laws in place in all states. 
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Beginning in the 1970s, the United States Congress became aware (along with the rest of the 

nation) that the child welfare system was not adequately protecting children and their 

families. From a historical perspective, it can be said that we are still relatively new to the 

concepts of protecting abused and neglected children and developing appropriate systems, 

methods, and programs to cope with the problems these children face.  

The following outlines key federal child abuse and neglect laws that apply to our cases: 

1974: Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) 

Created the National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect and earmarked federal funds for 

states to establish special programs for child victims of abuse or neglect. This law requires 

that states: 

• Have child abuse and neglect reporting laws 

• Investigate reports of abuse and neglect 

• Educate the public about abuse and neglect 

• Provide a guardian ad litem to every abused or neglected child whose case results in a 

judicial proceeding 

• Maintain the confidentiality of child protective services record 

1980: Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare Act 

This law requires that states: 

• Recruit culturally diverse foster and adoptive families 

• Establish standards for foster family homes and review the standards periodically 

• Set goals and a plan for the number of children who will be in foster care for more 

than 24 months 

• Provide “reasonable efforts” to prevent or eliminate the need for removal of the 

child from his/her home or to make it possible for the child to return to his/her home 

• Have a data collection and reporting system about the children in care 

1994: Multi-Ethnic Placement Act (MEPA) 

The goals of this law are to: 

• Decrease the time children wait to be adopted 

• Prevent discrimination on the basis of race, color, or national origin in the placement 

of children and in the selection of foster and adoptive placements 

• Facilitate the development of a diverse pool of foster and adoptive families 
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1996: Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA)  

Amended to include Court Appointed Special Advocates as guardians ad litem 

1997: Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA), Law 105-89 

This act embodies three key principles: 

• The safety of children is the paramount concern. 

• Foster care is a temporary setting and not a place for children to grow up. 

• Permanency planning should begin as soon as the child enters foster care. 

The act directs timelines within which the child welfare system operates: 

• Requires permanency plan within 12 months 

• Requires dispositional hearing within 12 months of placement 

• Requires court reviews every six months 

1999: Foster Care Independence Act 

Addresses needs of older youth in foster care, particularly those aging out of the system 

 

Other Laws That Affect CASA Work  

The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA) - Requires, among 

other things, permission or a court order to access “protected health information” for any 

individual. Your program will have information on how to access health records. 

Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act - Says that any entity that receives federal funds must 

provide a professional interpreter in court. 

Titles IV-B and IV-E of the Social Security Act - IV-E is the primary federal funding stream that 

partially reimburses states for foster care for qualified children. IV-B allots funding for targeted 

case management services. These expenses include foster care, therapy, etc. 

The Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990 (VOCAA) - Protects the privacy rights of child victims 

or witnesses during the investigation or prosecution of a federal crime. 

 

Source: National CASA Volunteer Manual, 2007, V2 4-7 


